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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Life Is A Dish Best 
Served With Love 


Now that spring is here, we Minnesotans are feeling a lot less re- 
served about going out, especially now that the baseball season has 
started, the summer movie season is around the corner (I got my Aveng- 
ers: Endgame tickets, did you?!), and of course, our favorite bars and res- 
taurants are dusting off their patios for drinks and eats in the outdoors. 

The latter of those three is especially important, as this April 25 is 
the big day for the annual Dining Out For Life initiative, with dozens of 
local eateries donating a portion of that day’s proceeds to The Aliveness 
Project in order to help people living with HIV. As a proud supporter of 
this amazing cause, Lavender Magazine is happy to spread the word with 
the 2019 Dine & Drink issue! 

In this issue, we highlight a handful of the local Twin Cities restau- 
rants participating in this year’s event, including our cover stars from 


Pizza Lucé, so be sure to not only check them out on April 25, but all of 
the other great dining establishments contributing to put an end to HIV. 

On top of that, our old pal Bradley Traynor eats the menu at St. Paul’s 
fantastic Iron Ranger restaurant (which boasts, in this writer’s opinion, 
the best poutine in the state); and yours truly returns with another list of 
Seven Breweries to visit in Seven Days. I know, I know, it’s a herculean 
task, and it took a lot of hard work and a lot of leg-pulling, but I did it for 
you. I’m generous like that. 

All jokes aside, it’s a mighty task to eradicate HIV, but with your help 
and your patronage of participating restaurants on April 25, we can help 
The Aliveness Project move the needle even closer to serving our com- 
munity members living with this disease. So be sure to dine out for the 
food, dine out for love, and Dine Out For Life! В 
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World 


Jil Dupleix, Giles Coren 
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represented in the world edition. The USA edition includes 
French Meadow and other celebrated restaurants. 


events@frenchmeadowcafe.com | 612-454-0397 | frenchmeadowcafe.com 
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OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


All the World's a Stage—Are You a Player? 


The Guthrie has been working creatively 
with gender-bending in casting, no more so 
than the recent production of Shakespeare's 
As You Lihe It having four traditionally male 
roles—Touchstone, Jaques, Cofin and Hy- 
men—become female roles played by females, 
with a grand same-sex, mixed race, mixed-age 
couples in the four-marriage finale. 

In the Bard's day, all the roles were played 
by men or youths, so while accurate Shake- 
spearean productions are rare today, it hap- 
pened in 2013 when the British all-male Propel- 
ler company played repertory performances at 
the Guthrie of Taming of the Shrew and Twelfth 
Night. 

Women performing as men is not new. 
The legendary Sarah Bernhardt played Ham- 
let in 1899, following her first “trouser role" in 


Athalie in 1867, and later alternated the roles 
of Portia and Shylock in a 1916 Merchant of 
Venice. 

The world is changing: actors—people—are 
freer to choose their roles and the stages upon 
which they play them. The Guthrie will contin- 
ue to experiment and explore further nuances 
of gendering. In their 2017 Hamlet, Kelsie Did- 
ion's Mercutio underwent pronoun conversion 
and a sea change to young woman-about-town, 
while Charity Jones's Scrooge of that year's A 
Christmas Carol yielded no quarter to Daniel 
Fullers version of male miserliness. Shake- 
speare's original boy-Rosalind portrayed a girl 
disguised as a boy to mentor Orlando. In 2019, 
Meghan Kriedler is a woman in disguise as a 
man ready to teach Jesse Bhamrah's Orlando 
how to woo Rosalind effectively. How should 


one approach gender change? Assume your 
role and have try. 

As You Like It opened on February 9; while 
its multi-gendered members cast about for love 
in the time-suspended Forest of Arden, in Lon- 
don, on the 27th, and in the U.S. on March 8, 
Brie Larson burst forth from the brow of Mar- 
vel Studios as Captain Marvel, the first of the 
MCU's (Marvel Cinematic Universe) 21 films 
to be captained by a female protagonist. It won't 
be the last, they vow. Responses have ranged 
from the empyrean to "belittling towards men." 

It's in the air. Everywhere. Where next will 
the Guthrie push boundaries? I haven't the an- 
swer, but it will be exciting to watch, right here 
in the Twin Cities. Check their next mainstage 
show, classic Cyrano de Bergerac, running 
through May 5.1 
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Name: Voua Her 


Where did you grow up? | grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but lived in other 
parts of Wisconsin, like Caledonia, and Madison, until | was eighteen. 


Where do you live? | currently live in East Saint Paul. 


Who do you live with? In the Hmong community, it is customary for the youngest 
son in the family to have their parents live with them. So my mom lives with me. 


What is your occupation? | am a small business owner. | make contracts with 
the local agricultural businesses and recruit people for temp jobs. So it's more 
of a seasonal job. When I'm not managing my business, | work as a massage 
therapist. | tend to like to work with the weird or cool injuries and see how much 
І can affect the healing process, because it seems like more of a challenge. 


When did you come out? | came out when | was 20 years old. Although I didn't get 
to come out gracefully with a sit-down talk with my parents. | was more forced out 
of the closet by my oldest brother after a fight. The situation was that | skipped out 
on going with my cousins to the club to hit on girls. My oldest brother got angry 
with me, and followed me into the basement where I went to do laundry to avoid 
an argument with him. Since my brother was never really good at talking... it went 
into a fist fight, or more like he just beat me up and kept asking why I kept avoiding 
situations that could lead to a potential girlfriend. After taking enough of a beating, 
| finally told him | was gay behind my tears. Which was followed by him running to 
tell my parents. Of course they came down and my mom sobbed, and kept asking if 
| was really sure | was gay, my dad made some snide remarks and spat in my face 
and tried to kick me out of the family. Of course my mom didn't allow it, and did 
defend me, but the situation did not go well. It took a long time, but my mom finally 
came around, and is an ally to the gay community. She loves me and all my friends. 


When do you wake up? | wake up whenever I hear my alarm. I've trained myself 
to react to my alarm, so | can be fully awake when I hear it. When I work, | tend 
to wake up anywhere from 4:30 a.m.-5:30 a.m. If | don't have to do anything in the 
morning, then | take my time getting out of bed. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? | use my iPad as my alarm. 


What's the first thing you do in the morning? The first thing | do in the morning is 
get out of bed and go use the bathroom. 


Breakfast? If | have enough time to digest before working or interacting with - 
eople, then | usually just have a bowl of cereal. Е! 


Coffee? | don't drink coffee. Coffee tends to have an opposite effect on me. It 
puts me to sleep. The way I say it to my friends is, l'm already happy in 
the morning anyways. My friend Nikki gets frustrated with me when 
we schedule working out together in the morning. She gives me 
the death glare and asks, "Why are you so chipper when we're 
working out this early?" 


How do you spend your commute: While commuting 

to work, | usually spend time talking with employees, 
am listening to music, or am driving dangerously as | 
enthusiastically belt out notes while singing along to 
my music. 


If your job were like a yearbook, what would you be 
voted? (Class clown, best dressed, most annoying, 
etc.) I'd be voted weird kid or most nicest (yes, I'm 
writing "most nicest" on purpose). | always tell 
people when I meet them that I'm weird, so they 
know not to be surprised when І do or say something 
that may throw them off guard. I'm pretty open with 
my communication, so I'm less likely to do something 
passive-aggressive. | pretty much like or love every 
person | meet because | enjoy having friends with 
all different backgrounds, personalities, and experi- 
ences. It would take a really rude or mean person 
for me not to like someone. 


What inspires you? My friends and family are my 
inspirations. They push me to challenge myself or 
provide me goals, examples, or skills that | wish 
to learn or accomplish for myself. Great friends 
make a really big difference in my day-to-day life. 
My brain often reminds me of the fun memories I 
make with them and I laugh to myself throughout 

my day. Like a weird person! 


Do you eat your lunch while working or take a 
break? Depending if l'm pressed for time or not, | do 
eat while working, but prefer to take a break from 
everything while eating so | can enjoy the meal. 


Photo by Chris Tarbox 


Is your work space tidy or a hot mess? | describe my work space as chaotic 
organized. It looks messy, but | know where everything is. Unless someone 
touches my things and misplaces things. | do clean up my work space from time 
to time just to keep up the cosmetic look of my work space. 


What's been your favorite job? My favorite job would have to be doing massage. 
l enjoy it because massage is like an art form for me. Artists have a state of mind 
or concentration called the flow, where their creativity just flows out of them. 

l enter that state when doing massage and it's therapeutic for both me and the 
client. It's also rewarding because | get to see how my work affects the range of 
motion, the mood, and the pain level of my client. 


Who are your heroes? My heroes are definitely my friends. I'm grateful for all my 
friends each and every day because they provide fun memories and experiences 
with their unique personalities that | get to reflect on and smile about each day. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take out, or cook in? Unfortunately l'm lacking 

in cooking skills, so | tend to go out for food more than | cook. | can cook simple 
things, but if asked to grab random items from the fridge to make a random dish from 
scratch with no previous instructions or experience... it's not going to be pretty. 


Most embarrassing moment: One of my most embarrassing moments would be 
when І rejoined the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus. At the end of the night for the 
open rehearsal, when returning members or new potential members participate 
in rehearsal, | approached someone who I thought was my friend from behind. 
Picture this, a short 5'3” Asian skipping along approaching this 6'5” friend from 
behind, who was talking to a group of about five people. Instead of hugging or 
tapping him on the shoulder, because I'm weird like that, | did a playful jumping 
headbutt to his right shoulder blade. It apparently hit harder than | expected 
because he stumbled a bit. This followed by a "Whatthe hell?" The guy turns 
around, and | look up and, and... "0H MY GOD!!! You're not Erik!" The group 

of people this stranger was talking to, all whip their heads around and gave me 
judgmental stares. | bowed a few times, apologized about a hundred times within 
a split second, and ran out of the room. 


Of course | posted on Facebook laughing at myself and revealing my embar- 
rassment while tagging the correct person who the headbutt was meant for, 
followed with the words, "Why do you have a doppelganger in the chorus?" He 
laughed about my story and begins tagging all the tall people with his build in 
the chorus. Other members read my post and started tagging people as well. 
Finally they found the correct person who I playfully headbutted. And he replied, 


"Yes | was spear tackled by a little Asian after rehearsal tonight. He (referring to 
me) apologized, tucked his tail, and ran out so fast, | didn't get the chance to tell 
him it was okay." So | greeted him on my Facebook post. He said, "Hell of a first 
impression." That was quite embarrassing, but also hilarious for myself. 


On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? On a usual weeknight I'm either 
reading random articles, watching TV shows that friends recommend, or playing 
video games. My latest go to game has been Beat Saber. 


Bedtime: | have a hard time falling asleep early. So І usually go to sleep around 
2 a.m. or later. | can operate on low amounts of sleep; however, it does eventu- 
ally catch up, and then I need to crash for a long sleep. 


Favorite weekend activity: My favorite weekend activities are meeting with 
friends to share in different areas of interest, dinning out with friends, and play- 
ing team sports. Even on the Myer Briggs or personality test, my personality is 
considered introvert, but the weird introvert who has tendency to be more social. 
| totally enjoy time by myself, but am not opposed to being around people | know 
and like. 


What are you most proud of and why? I'm most proud of my empathy and my 
memory. It may sound weird to say that, but | do like the fact that | can, or have 

a better affinity towards reading people's energy and moods and knowing when 
something is off. | guess I like this portion because it helps me to realize when 
something is going wrong, and | can use my memory to recall my actions and 
view the experience from the other person's point of view. However, l've learned 
that no matter how neutral, kind, or genuinely happy you are with your words, if 
someone is in a bad mood, they will read or take any message you write or say to 
them, and treat it as if you were attacking them. Then you just have to realize it 
might not be you that is causing the negative reaction. 


Words of wisdom to share: Be considerate of other people. Remember it's not al- 
ways about you. If all you ever do is push your ideas, your wants, and your needs 
onto other people and never care to truly listen to or just disregard the ideas 

and concerns of other people, then don't be surprised when all those people 
disregard your ideas and your concerns. Be kind to others, because you don't 
know what people might be going through, and you'll never know if your words 
or actions towards someone may take or save a life. Also, don't apologize if you 
don't mean it, and don't apologize just because you think it's something they 
wanted to hear. An insincere apology will only make people more angry. Take it 
from a person who can tell when an apology is insincere. E 
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OUR SCENE 


A BRIGHT ROOM CALLED DAY 
Through Apr. 13 
Pilisbury House Theatre, 3501 Chicago Ave. 
Minneapolis 
800-838-3006 
www.redbird-theatre.com 

Gay playwright Tony Kushner is renowned 
for polemical scripts that imaginatively enter- 
tain. One of his early works, now presented 
by Red Bird Theatre, signals the beginnings 
of the approach of the formula that he dazzles 
with so well. Director Genevieve Bennett, who 
has staged strong productions of Ibsen's Hed- 
da Gabler and Shepard's Buried Child, says 
"[ was drawn to A Bright Room Called Day 
because the world of the play feels so familiar. 
Set in Germany in 1932, the play follows Ag- 
nes and her friends as democracy erodes and 
fascism rises. Today, given the daily injustices 
and threats that endanger our democracy, A 
Bright Room Called Day functions as a cau- 
tionary tale about the temptation of inaction 
in the face of fear, hatred, nationalism and lies. 
'Though outraged and shocked, Agnes and her 
friends fail to conquer the inertia of the help- 
lessness and fatigue; they remain stalled in the 
face of the evil that is sweeping their country. 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


I identify with this struggle. When it feels like 
the earth beneath my feet is shifting, it seems 
hard enough just to keep my balance. A Bright 
Room Called Day asks us difficult questions. In 
a world that demands action, what do we do, 
and are we willing to do what is required?" 


THE HITCHCOCK 
FILM FESTIVAL 
Through May 6 
Heights Theatre, 3951 Central Ave., Minneapolis 
Riverview Theatre, 3800 42nd Ave., Minneapolis 
612-424-5468 
www.trylon.org 

Trylon Cinema continues what are called 
“roadshows” of Alfred Hitchcock films which 
play at two other local cinemas. They screen 
this spring in Minneapolis at the Heights and 
Riverview Theatres. It's hard to believe that in 
his heyday, Alfred Hitchcock was not taken as 
seriously artistically as he is now. Not until after 
his death did he finally win the over film histori- 
ans and critics as someone on a par with David 
Lean, Ingmar Bergman, and Federico Fellini. 
This may be because suspense thrillers were 
sometimes perceived as lacking the gravitas 
of other genres in the eyes of the conventional 
wisdom of the day. However, Hitchcock had a 


penetrating understanding of how the subcon- 
scious runs us. In our Post-Sexual Revolution 
era, his insights into how unconscious sexual 
desires motivate human behavior is hauntingly 
prescient, and frankly, in the current political cli- 
mate it can be dangerous to even discuss some 
of the realizations he came to. Anyone wanting 
to learn something about that can do so in a way 
that enthralls by attending this festival. 

This years festival is comprised of some 
of his lesser known and older works. But to be 
sure, every single selection is stellar and a dimen- 
sion unto itself. The art direction, the starring 
and character role performances, and the use of 
camera and editing is captivating with every film 
below. You'll also get a sense of how his films 
changed after moving to the U.S. from Great Brit- 
ain. Both countries claim him as theirs. 


Vertigo (Thu., Apr. 11, Heights) 

Though meeting with mixed reviews in 1958, 
it came to be ranked as the ninth greatest Ameri- 
can movie ever by the American Film Institute in 
2007. In the most vulnerable performance of his 
fabled career, Jimmy Stewart reveals the dan- 
gerously hypnotic power desire and yearning 
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BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


can grip us with. San Francisco has 
never been so beautifully depicted. 
Kim Novak and Barbara Bel Ged- 
des are luminously archetypal as 
contrasting manifestations of femi- 
nine essence. 


Dial M For Murder 
(Mon., Apr. 15, River- 
view) 

An enormously entertaining 
film about a narcissistic tennis 
pro has-been who thinks he can 
commit the perfect crime. In de- 
vising a situation to kill his wife to 
gain her inheritance, he employs 
some wickedly underhanded no- 
tions. Gorgeously explosive color 
tones. Terrific star turns by Ray 
Milland, Grace Kelly and Robert 
Cummings. And John Williams' 
Inspector Hubbard is the very em- 
bodiment of law enforcement at its 
principled, truth-seeking best. 


Spellbound 
(Thu, Apr. 18, 

eights) 

In the final year of World War 
II, 1945, the director mused on 
what could go wrong within the 
staff of a mental institution. A 
metaphor for the state of affairs 
finally ending in Germany and 
continuing in the USSR? Hand- 
some Gregory Peck, who would 
go on to star in The Big Country, 
The Guns of Navarone, and To Kill 
a Mockingbird, brilliantly conveys 
underlying menace opposite the 
great Ingrid Bergman three years 
after Casablanca. 


Marnie 
(Mon., Apr. 22, River- 
view) 

In 1964, Hitchcock examined a 
toxic mother-daughter relationship, 
echoing the toxic mother-son rela- 
tionship he directed four years ear- 
lier in Psycho. Subconscious sexual 
shame and the interplay of both 
misogyny and misandry permeate. 
The film stars Tippi Hedren, also 
the star of Hitchcock’s The Birds, 
Sean Connery in the same period 
as his early James Bond films, and 
Louise Latham in her best known 
role, who all expose how the child- 


hood trauma of one person affects 
everyone around that person. 


Rebecca 
(Mon., Apr. 29, River- 
view) 

In the haunting 1940 Oscar- 
winner for Best Picture, Hitchcock 
exudes a grasp of sublimated desire 
in his first American project. It was 
produced by David O. Selznick the 
year after his Gone With the Wind 
broke records that have yet to be 
surpassed. The character of Mrs. 
Danvers, played in a beguiling 
Oscar-nominated performance by 
Judith Anderson, is widely felt to 
evoke a lesbian aura. One of Lau- 
rence Oliviers most memorable 
performances, that of an upper class 
widower, is splendidly matched with 
a lovely Joan Fontaine, the naive 
young woman he marries. But she 
doesn't yet realize she resembles 
the first wife with whom the trig- 
gered Danvers is still obsessed. 


Тһе 39 Steps _. 
(Mon., May 6, River- 
view) 

This 1935 gem is beloved for 
its atmosphere and the nostalgic 
feelings it evokes. There's also 
innate appeal because its about 
on ordinary man caught up by 
chance in a treacherous spy oper- 
ation. A wonderful Robert Donat 
makes the viewer wonder just how 
she or he might respond if placed 
in the same predicament. 


The Lady Vanishes 
(Mon., May 13, River- 
view) 

This 1938 feature was the box 
office success Hitch definitely 
needed at the time and it rein- 
forced Hollywood's Selznick that 
"the master of suspense" had a 
shiny future stateside. It has been 
named 35th best film film of the 
20th century by the British Film 
Institute. An avalanche, a train 
winding through an isolated sec- 
tion of continental Europe, and a 
missing older woman make for 
eerie mystery. Featuring Marga- 
ret Lockwood, Michael Redgrave, 
and Dame May Whitty. 


Continued on page 16 


NEW DAWN THEATRE CO presents 


By Regina Taylor 

Sept. 13-Oct. 12, 2019 
Summit Center for Arts & Innovation 

Directed By Austene Van 

Music Direction By Sanford Moore 
Starring: JEVETTA STEELE, JAMECIA BENNETT, 
THOMASINA PETRUS, AIMEE BRYANT & T. 
MYCHAEL RAMBO. 


TICKETS ON SALE APRIL 18! 


https://crowns.bpt.me 


SENIORS/STUDENTS $20.00 
GROUP DISCOUNT with Passcode: CROWNS19 


Winner of 4 Helen Hayes Awards, CROWNS is a coming 
of age story about Yolanda, a self-destructive, African 
American teen, sent away from a rough neighborhood in 
Chicago to live with her grandmother, Shaw, down south. 
After the violent death of her brother, Yolanda is ushered 
through pain into womanhood, baptized by the love, 
compassion and fortitude of a sisterhood of "Hat 
Queens”. Each hat carries memory and history of life, 
death, religion, racism, identity, unity, pride, trials and 
triumphs told thru ancient oral and spiritual traditions 
originated in Africa, field songs, blues, jazz, R&B, hip hop 
and the gospel of the black church. 


Newdawntheatre.org 763-339-0313 
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BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Little Women. Photo by Bob Suh 


LITTLE WOMEN 


Through Apr. 14 
Theatre in the Round Players, 245 Cedar Ave. 


Minneapolis 
612-333-3010 
www.theatreintheround.org 

Theatre in the Round Players, arguably the 
best producer of any theater in the region of 
classic plays, is offering Peter Clapham's stage 
adaptation of one of the most beloved Ameri- 
can novels of the 19th century, Louisa May Al- 
cott's Little Women. Set during the Civil War, it 
follows the experiences of four sisters on the 
path to maturity, and their mother. Director 
Seth Kaltwasser, new to TRP, is known for his 
work as Co-Artistic Director at the St. Croix 
Festival Theatre where he staged an acclaimed 
all-female production of 1776. 

He shares, “I’m new to the Little Women 
story. I hadn't read the book or seen any of 
the film adaptations until I signed on to direct 
this show. One ofthe fun parts about getting to 
know the story and its legacy over the last year 
has been discovering just how enthusiastic its 
fan base remains, even 150 years after the book 
made its first impressions. The opportunity to 
work on literature that has such a rich heritage 
is very meaningful to me. I also like the way 
the playwright has kept all of the action within 
the March home. We hear about events that 
happen around town, but the action of the play 
is fully grounded within this magical time and 
place. It allows me and my team and our audi- 
ence the opportunity to feel "at home" here, as 
well.” 


Continued on page 18 
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OUR SCENE BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Marjorie Prime. Photo by Joseph Giannetti 


MARJORIE PRIME 
Apr. 19 - May 19 
Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th Place, St. Paul 
651-291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Gay Pulitzer Prize-finalist, Jordan Harrison, 
traverses into the realm of technology gone 
too far in Marjorie Prime for Prime Produc- 
tions, the Theatre in Residence at Park Square. 
What happens when high tech is used to actu- 
ally alter our own organic human faculties to 
remember and recall? Director Elena Giannetti 
points out that though some will call this sci- 
ence fiction, “the driving themes and urgency 
very much keep it in the here and now, simi- 
lar to popular TV shows Westworld and Black 
Mirror. By using Artificial Intelligence (AT) 
as a clever device, Jordan challenges our be- 
liefs and morals around memory and how we 
evaluate, manipulate and value them. As the 
main character, 85-year-old Marjorie (Candace 
Barrett Birk), continues her mental decline 
through her struggle with Alzheimer's disease, 
we must confront our own long held beliefs 
around what makes a memory and if memories 
make the person. What would we remember, 
and what would we forget, if given the chance?" 

She continues, “Marjorie’s reality becomes 
defined by what memories are fed back to her 
own sense of the truth. The technology Jordan 
has imagined serves as a social tool to combat 
loneliness. However, the characters are left 
with more questions than answers about their 
own value in life and what makes a life worth 


Metamorphoses. Image courtesy of the Guthrie Theater 


living. If given the option to choose between ex- 
periencing a 'curated' life through technology 
or a fragmented reality, do humans have the 
solid foundation on which to choose one over 
the other?" 


METAMORPHOSES 
Apr. 13 - May 19 
Guthrie Theater, 818 S. Second St., Minneapolis 
612-377-2224 
wwww.guthrietheater.org 

Roman poet Ovid offended Roman Empire 
leadership in the First Century BC and was ul- 
timately exiled. There is some question as to 
whether he was bisexual or heterosexual, but 
there is no doubt that he had a unique appre- 
hension of the power of Eros. His huge collec- 
tion of fables, The Metamorphoses, is one of 
the most influential and absorbing works in the 
history of literature. It was central to the devel- 
opment of the creative mind of William Shake- 


speare, among others. 

You probably know some of the stories 
found in Mary Zimmerman's marvelous stage 
adaptation of Ovid's opus. For example, selfish 
King Midas, whose touch turns things to gold. 
Orpheus, who travels to the underworld to re- 
trieve his bride, Eurydice, who died of a snake 
bite. Narcissus, who in looking at his reflection 
in a pool becomes frozen. Clearly, Ovid was 
deeply concerned about the toll of human ego 
out of balance and the anguish of losing some- 
one you dearly love. 

Zimmerman's adaptation opened ОЁ 
Broadway in 2001 and transferred to Broadway 
in 2002. She won the Tony for Best Director 
and it was Tony-nominated for Best Play. She is 
now directing the joint production of what has 
paradoxically become a contemporary classic 
drawn from an ancient text. The presenters are 
the Guthrie Theater and Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre. Е 
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Volunteer for a VERDI'S 


Psoriasis Study! 
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THE FIREHOUSE 
ROOM 


Let The Happy Gnome help you plan the Best Day Ever. 
Our Firehouse Room is a beautiful, unique space that is 
perfect for an intimate wedding or rehearsal dinner. 
The Firehouse Room has its own bar, facilities, and 
sweeping views of the cathedral. With large windows 
and a fireplace, you found the perfect venue. 
The Firehouse Room also provides a unique private 
space for your next business luncheon or dinner. 
Complete with AV equipment and projector. Impress 
your clients or show your employees how much you 

"^| appreciate them. 
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emily@thehappygnome.com 
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Natural Foods Co-op 
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3 
” 4 2019 DINE AND DRINK 


Dining 
Out For 
Life: 2019 


BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


What better way to top off a delicious night on the 
town than to contribute to a beautiful cause? An annual 
fundraising event, Dining Out For Life raises money to 

support HIV/AIDS service groups and organizations. This 

year, the event will take place on Thursday, April 25, with 
all participating restaurants donating 20 to 100 percent 

of that day's profits to The Aliveness Project. Want to 
help out? Just visit one of these amazing establishments 
on April 25 and make a difference! For a full list of 
participating restaurants, go to www.diningoutforlife.com/ 
city/minneapolis-st-paul-greater-mn. 


Barbette- 25% 


A celebration of all things French 
right in the heart of Uptown, Bar- 
bette has been a staple of brunch 
and happy hour taste treats for 
years. Simple, classic continental 
cuisine served up in a relaxed, 
unfussy atmosphere makes for a 
perfect stop along your daylong 
Dining Out for Life food journey. 
1600 W. Lake St. 

Minneapolis 
www.barbette.com 


Popul Vuh- 25% 

Elevated Mexican cuisine right 
in the heart of Northeast Min- 
neapolis, Popol Vuh offers up 
fresh, traditional ingredients in 
artful combinations designed to 
tell unique stories through flavor. 
If you’re not quite sure where to 
begin, try the four-course tasting 
menu. 

1414 Quincy St. NE 
Minneapolis 
popolvuhmpls.com 


Fig + Farro- 20% 

It’s not every day you can get 

me into a restaurant that doesn’t 
serve meat. Even fewer are the 
days you’d get me into such an es- 
tablishment and like, nay, love it. 
Like many first-time vegan diners, 
I went into Fig + Farro wonder- 
ing if I would leave full. I needn’t 
have worried. Favorites include 
the jackfruit barbacoa and yellow 
pea falafel. 

3001 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 
www.figandfarro.com 


Joan’s in the Park- 35% 
This intimate, white table-clothed 
hidden gem in the Highland Park 
neighborhood of St. Paul is a 
perfect spot for anyone wanting 
classic fine dining without all the 
fuss. At Joan’s in the Park, you 
feel like you're at the home of a 
dear friend who's invited you over 
for dinner. That is, if your dear 
friend happened to be a highly 


acclaimed chef with ample na- 
tional recognition. If you want 
to earn bonus points from your 
dinner mates, order the crab 
toasts and steak tartare. 

631 Snelling Ave. S. 

St. Paul 
www.joansinthepark.com 


Pizza Luce- 35% 


If pizza were music, Pizza Luce 
would be punk rock... in your 
mouth. Innovative, expressive 
and totally tasty, Pizza Luce's 
menu puts most to shame with 
its mouth-watering menu of 
original eats. And don't forget 
an order of wings or, if you're in 
a sammy mood, the Muffuletta 


tops my list of all-time favorites. 
Various Metro Locations 
pizzaluce.com 


Hola Arepa- 25% 


If you've never had an arepa, 
you're in luck. There's no bet- 
ter place to explore the culinary 
magic of these flavor-packed 
Venezuelan parcels of plenty 

in the Twin Cities than Hola 
Arepa. The handmade dough 
and fillings are prepared fresh 
daily and will literally take you 
on a tasty tour of Latin America 
in just a few bites. Add an order 
of yuca fries and arepitas (fried 
arepa balls filled with jalapenos 
and goat cheese) and I guaran- 
tee you'll become a regular. 
3501 Nicollet Ave. 
Minneapolis 
www.holaarepa.com 


Pizza Lucé is 
one of the many 


p Д restaurants 
| md. "contributing to this 
j sw. year's Dining Out 


z or Li 


' Мах Manzo, Liz 
m _Mattson, Tony 


eagleBOLTbar- 100% 


The Eagle needs no explana- 
tion, but a reminder that, in 
addition to a stiff drink or four, 
you can also grab a super juicy 
burger basket with fries at 
this downtown watering hole. 
Perfect for your Dining Out 
for Life lunchtime nosh with 
coworkers or late night nibble 
with friends. 

515 S. Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 
www.eagleboltbar.com 


Sawatdee- 35% 


The secret to extraordinary 
Thai food is finding just the 
right balance of sweet, sour, 
bitter and salty. Or just order- 
ing off the Sawatdee menu at 
one of their eight Twin Cities 
locations. 

Various Metro Locations 
www.sawatdee.com 


LUSH- 100% 


Ever a great spot to grab a 
drink and unwind with friends 
in Northeast, the patio at 
LUSH Food Bar also offers a 
wonderful brunch option with 
traditional eats and cocktails 
for days. Cinnamon roll french 
toast, a fancy shmancy Bellini 
and a few gossip-laden friends 
to catch up with and you're 
golden. Stop by for a quick 
Happy Hour or extend that 
Happy Hour right in to a full on 
night out on the town. 

990 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis 
www.lushmpls.com li 
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VISIT DULUTH con FEBE ПО © D #AuthenticDuluth 


JUNE 1 e RAIN OR SHINE 


Enjoy a day of cycling, pizza and 
beer at Twin Cities Pizza Lucé 

locations. As a rider you use the 
Tour de Lucé web app to collect 


a ) I | = stamps from each Pizza Lucé 
T U Б L U С Б location you visit and Tour Tickets 


redeemable for pizza and pints of 


FREESTYLE BIKE TOUR Fulton beer during the ride. 


Tour de Lucć is free form so 
participants can begin and end 
REGISTER NOW where they choose, bike our 
PIZZALUCE.COM/ TOURDELUCE "suggested" routes or make your 
own route between Twin Cities 
Pizza Lucć locations. 
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BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 
PHOTOS BY CHRIS TARBOX 


There's a little neighborhood pub along St. Paul's Grand 
Avenue jam-packed with big flavors from up north. For 
anyone lucky enough to wander in for a couple beers and 
wings after work, Tom Forti's Iron Ranger is much more 
than your average neighborhood pub. It's also a culinary 
love letter to family, an iconic part of our state and its rich 
cultural tradition. I had the chance to explore this unique 
taste of the Range with a friend a few weeks back and to 
say I left full (of stomach and heart) is an understatement. 


Like most pub menus, there's 
plenty of the standard wings, 
curds and flatbread fare. Unlike 
most pub menus, however, Iron 
Ranger has a few signature items 
that warrant your immediate at- 
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tention. Let's start with the Iron 
Range nachos. In fact, lets end 
with them, as well. Draped with 
handfuls of moist, tender Italian- 
spiced pork roast known on the 
Range as porketta, this epic pile of 


St. Paul's Iron Ranger is a continuation of a family business that got its start in 


Northern Minnesota over a century ago. 


If you like your Porketta sandwiches with a little bit of spicy Latin flair, then the 


Porketta Cubano is right up your alley. 


nachos quickly rose to the top of 
my appetizer favorites list. Dotted 
with house-made giardiniera and 
blanketed with handfuls of melt- 
ed cheddar jack and mozzarella 
cheese, absolutely no one is walk- 
ing away hungry after a helping or 
two. Or five. 

The Iron Ranger's signature 


porketta that makes the nachos 
a winner is thankfully spread 
throughout the menu and makes 
an appearance on another un- 
likely appetizer. The poutine com- 
bines not only pork, but plenty of 
crispy french fries and mozzarella 
cheese, bathed in rich, velvety 


gravy. 


Continued on page 24 
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self-directed lives. 


For a complete list of participating restaurants, visit: 


diningoutforlife.com 
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EAT THE MENU 


Poutine your mouth! Iron 
Ranger's porketta-infused 
twist on the Canadian 
classic is to die for. 


Finish up your Iron Ranger experience with a wonderous Walnut Potica. 


Do you like nachos, but want ALL the nachos? Then Iron Ranger 
has you covered. 


Calling home to the Forti family's Italian heritage, the hand- 
rolled stromboli is another favorite. Layered with healthy help- 
ings of ham, salami, capicola and plenty of cheese, this savory 
pillow of molten joy begs to be dunked in its accompanied hearty 
marinara. 

Iron Ranger's up-north roots really began to shine under their 
From the Range offerings. Pasties might not be the first food that 
comes to mind on a Midwestern bar menu, but these flaky, meat- 
filled hand pies are a hearty treat whether you spent the day down 
the mine or down the street in a cube farm. Ranger's Cornish pasty 
comes packed with plenty of rib-sticking beef, pork and root veg- 
etables. 

The only thing you're likely to see less on a menu than pas- 
ties are, in fact, cabbage rolls. The Croatian comfort food com- 
monly known as “ѕагта” аге well known on the Range and more 
than just an ethnic staple. Rolled with beef, ham, pork and rice, 
sarma are topped with a tangy sauerkraut and tomato sauce. 

There are plenty of sandwiches to sate hefty appetites and 
one particular standout table favorite was an Italian-Cuban com- 
bo that deserves your full attention. The Porketta Cubano hits all 
the right notes with a rich combo of slow-cooked porketta, ham, 
swiss and pickles, topped with giardiniera on a crusty baguette. 


Continued on page 26 
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MEN ONLY 


FRIDAY 


STEEL ROOFING & SIDING us A 
GREEN-DURABLE | PLAY ROOM BAR 


CLOTHES CHECK AVAILABLE 


QUARVE.COM 


ШЕТІ 
METAL ROOFING & SIDING 
OF MINNESOTA 


@/GayNineties | © © @Gay90s 
408 Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | ride com | 612.333.7755 


QUARVE CONTRACTING, INC. MN LIC: В000616 


ДЯ 

7, Do. Special 

a wave Over 507 
sun els 


bartender and start 


Become a 
earning 

100% One-On-One Training Statewide Job Placement 
Training Takes Only 25-35 Hours 


PRIDE EDITION 
Call Now акд Save! 
Mpls: 612-333-6692 | St. ° 651-645-1252 
Enroll in-person or over the phone 


Call 612-436-4660 to speak with a Sales Executive mnschoolofbartending.com 


and reserve your ad space today. 
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Even if you're stuffed to 
the gills and the last thing on 
your mind is dessert, make 
sure to nab a slice or two of 
perennial Iron Range pastry 
classic potica. This buttery 
Slovenian sweet bread is 
filled with plenty of sugar, 
cinnamon and walnuts. It's a 
melt-in-your-mouth treasure 
that comes with a scoop of 
equally decadent gelato. 
Don't miss out. 

Speaking of missing out, 
if you're not able to sample 
all the wonderfully unique 
menu items during your vis- 
it, fear not. Iron Ranger has 
a substantial to-go selection. 


Iron Ranger's slate of delicious appetizers includes the fantastic sliced stromboli plate. 


Fancy a few extra sarma for 
the road? A potica for Sun- 
day brunch? You can even 
bring home a hearty porket- 
ta roast for the entire family. 
Winner, winner, porketta for 
dinner. 

Whether you long for the 
nostalgic flavors of Minne- 
sota's Iron Range or you're 
simply looking for a fun spot 
to hang out with friends over 
some quality eats, stop into 
Iron Ranger the next time 
youre on Grand Avenue. 
The stories Tom Forti and 
his team are telling with 
food is worth listening to. 
And, of course, tasting. H 


The sarma, also known as a Croatian cabbage roll, is an Iron Ranger staple. 


IRON RANGER 


1085 Grand Avenue - St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-487-1913 - www.ironrangermn.com 
Parking Lot in Back - Happy Hour 
Open Daily at 11 am 
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WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


Bring this ad in and receive 1096 off your order. 


БІС 


GAY 
NEWS 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


Best of the Wilde 
for Easter Brunch 


BEER - WINE - DESSERT 
|. BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 


CAFE & SPIRITS 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis 
612.331.4544 
wildecafe.com - fb.com/wildecafe 


Tuesday, April 23, 6 - 8 p.m. CASAMIGOS 
Four Courses $65 b 


Daily Happy HO 


„Reservations 800% 
. Patio seating: 


Outdoors, weather-permitting 
Sunday, May 5, Noon - 4 p.m. 
El Jefe Food Truck, Cointreau and Indeed Brewing Co., drink specials, hot sauce challenge 


and family activities including face painting, games and raffles. 


5309 LYNDALE AVENUE SOUTH, MINNEAPOLIS | 612-236-4791 | WWW.ELJEFECUISINE.COM 


SIGNATURE VENUE COLLECTION 


ENDLESS CATERING 
POSSIBILITES 


OVER 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 


FROM 10-25,000 OF YOUR 
CLOSEST FRIENDS, FROM 
WEDDING TO 
CORPORATE EVENTS, 
LET MINTAHOE HOST AND 3 
TAKE CARE OF YOUR DAY. CL TN 
henn planning! info mintahoe.com | mintahggsgą 


301 N Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 
jdhoyts.com 
(612) 338-1560 
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Seven 
Breweries 
In Seven 


Days 


2019 


BY CHRIS TARBOX 
PHOTOS BY CHRIS TARBOX 


A year ago, for Lavender‘s 2018 Dine & Drink Issue, 
your friendly neighborhood managing editor decided to 
set out to find a week's worth of Twin Cities breweries 
for you, our fine readers, to discover and delight in as 
the snow thaws and springtime beckons. And while that 
septet of taprooms were well worth the write-up (and still 
are, believe you me), the beautiful thing about our fine 
region is that there's no deficit of delectable drinkeries 
to explore. Saddle up, Brew Believers! Here are seven 
breweries for seven days! 


SUNDAY 
Uiepils Brewing 


According to the Justesen family 
who imagineered this brewery 
into existence, “utepils” is a 
Norwegian term that essentially 
translates as "the longing and 
anticipation for the first beer 
enjoyed in the sunshine." If you 
stepped into this massive taproom 
in between the Bryn Mawr and 
Harrison neighborhoods and 
sampled just one of their brews, 
you'd understand. 

Lucky for yours truly, lagers are 
the name of the game for Utepils, 
and hot damn, there are a lot of 
them. But what Utepils also offers 
are a homey environment and a 
lot of fun activities, such as a crib- 


Utepils has been lauded for its grand 
selection of award-winning lagers. 


bage tournament every Thursday, 
a bring-your-own-instrument 
acoustic jam session every third 
Monday; but the biggest cheers 
go to an inclusive Yoga + Beer 
session every Sunday morning. 

A pint of lager with spiritual exer- 
cise? Talk about nirvana. 

Tarbox Suggests: The creamy 
Bavarian hefeweizen heartthrob 


The massive Utepils taproom is located in North Minneapolis, in between the 


Harrison and Bryn Mawr neighborhoods. 


Pryes Brewing is home to one of the nation's few feather bowling lanes. 


known as Ewald the Golden; the 
rich heller bock Springbok 


MONDAY 

Pryes Brewing Company 
Alright, you got through the first 
day of the work week. You need 
that pick-me-up, you need that kick 
in the butt to cure you of that case 
ofthe Mondays. Nestled on West 
River Road in North Minneapolis, 
this sophisticated, award-winning 
taproom boasts a bountiful boatload 
of beautiful beverages to slake your 
post-work thirst. 


In addition, Pryes also has one of 
the nation’s few feather bowling 
lanes, with league play resuming 
this fall, as well as dog-friendly pa- 
tios and a year-long guest kitchen 
in Cason Italian Eatery. And that 
beer! Each brew is a powerful 
punch to your taste buds that 
can’t be missed. 

Tarbox Suggests: The tanger- 
ine dream of Sabro, straight from 
the mountains of New Mexico; 
the miraculous Miraculum, Pryes’ 
signature citrusy IPA with one 
hell of a hoppy bite 
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Taproom Kitchen is Fulton's full-time food truck, offering a slew of Midwestern cuisine favorites. 


Pryes boasts an eclectic selection of strong beers that range from the hyper-citrusy to 


the uber-hoppy. 


TUESDAY 


Fulton 

Ilove the North Loop. Personally, 
I've always considered Minneapolis’ 
Warehouse District to be under- 
rated, which is a shame, considering 
the wealth of hidden and not-so- 
hidden gems this neighborhood 
contains. One such gem is the ven- 
erable taproom champion Fulton. 
With a dog-friendly patio, a 
full-time Airstream food truck 

in the Taproom Kitchen (try the 
bratwurst), and Sporcle trivia 
every Tuesday evening, you're 


guaranteed to have a terrific time 
with Fulton. On top of that, Fulton 
is wont to play host to meat raffles 
and Drag Queen Bingo, so you're 
rather obligated to make a trip to 
the North Loop in the near future. 
Tarbox Suggests: The seasonal 
Belgian Wheat beauty Blackberry 
Wit; the simple, succulent, and 
the to-the-point Standard Lager, 
wonderfully described by the 
brewers as a “lawnmower beer" 
414 6th Ave N. 

Minneapolis 
www.fultonbeer.com 


Indeed's Flavorwave IPA is one of the brewery's popular signature beers. 


Continued on page 30 
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Lakes & Legends offers an assortment of incredibly smooth beers perfect for brewery neophytes. 


WEDNESDAY 


Indeed Brewing (o. 

What better way to spend Hump 
Day than giving back to the com- 
munity while enjoying a cold frosty 
one? A beloved Northeast Min- 
neapolis brewery, Indeed not only 
offers up an insanely varied list of 
beers on tap, but every Wednes- 
day they present their "Indeed We 
Can" initiative, with the night's net 
proceeds donated to a different 
local nonprofit every week. 

It helps that Indeed already ben- 
efits from a cozy, super-friendly 
environment with a lovely bar 
staff, and come springtime, you 
can down a Day Tripper while 
hanging out on their patio with 
your doggo at your side. Win-win. 
Tarbox Suggests: The crisp and 
ultra-floral Mexican Honey Light 
lager; the signature Flavorwave 
IPA, with a persistent aftertaste 
that you won't mind sticking 
around for a spell 


THURSDAY 


lakes & Legends 
One of the best parts about going 
out for a beer is just getting to 


RELAX. You don't have to work, 
you don't have to attend to any se- 
rious adulting; you just get to kick 
back and enjoy good beer and 
better company. Located right in 
the heart of Loring Park, Lakes & 
Legends know all about relax- 
ation: as if the taproom wasn't 
spacious enough, they have tons 
of comfy seats and patio-style fur- 
niture to let you stretch out and 
knock down a brew or two. 
Speaking of which, L&L boasts 
some of the smoothest beer I've 
ever tasted in my life: it doesn't 
matter if they're IPAs, ales, or 
porters, the beers at Lakes & 
Legends are perfect for folks 

who don't consider themselves 
beer people. And don't forget to 
check their calendar for a myriad 
of events, ranging from comedy 
nights and trivia to ceramics 
markets and much more. 

Tarbox Suggests: The smooth 
and easy 5-Weight Cream Ale, 
made with 100 percent Minne- 
sota-grown barley; the tart and 
hearty raspberry honey ale St. 
Gail 


= REM 
must-have concoctions. 


FRIDAY 
Dangerous Man Brewing 
(o. 


Okay, first off, a brewery that val- 
ues a damn good beard is worth 
looking into. Have you seen their 
logo? A mere couple blocks from 
the Mississippi River resides 
Dangerous Man Brewing Co., a 
Northeast Minneapolis institution 
since 2013. If you're into lagers, 
stouts, IPAs, ales, or coffee 
porters (or all of the above), then 
Dangerous Man is the perfect 
way to end the work week. 


The Peanut Butter Porter and Raspberry Milksh. 


Fulton's taproom has been a brewery 
favorite in the North Loop since 2012. 


Feeling lazy? Grab one of Lakes & 
Legends' beers and hang out in their 
patio-style lounge area. 


(NE 
A, 
E E 


ake IPA are two of Dangerous Man's 


Just be sure to claim a seat, 
because it's not uncommon for 
Dangerous Man to get really 
packed really quick. That's just 
the power of a damn good beer. 
And beard. 

Tarbox Suggests: The roasty, 
sweet-tooth-friendly Peanut But- 
ter Porter; the smooth and sweet 
AF Raspberry Milkshake IPA, 
with one of the most intoxicating 
smells a beer could ever have 
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Minneapolis 
www.Plymouth.org 


Easter Worship Services 
6:45 a.m. Sunrise Service, 


9 & 11 a.m. 
Celebration Services 


Plus, 1o:15 a.m. Easter 
Egg Hunt 


All are welcome 
at Plymouth! 


uptown 
mal 2.2. 


Education * Experience * Excellence 
..with a smile! 


шаша DOCTOR 


Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD 


Mayo Trained, Board Certified, 
Award Winning Dermatologist 


Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C 
Physician Assistant in Dermatology 


* Appointments 
within ONE week 


* All major 
insurance accepted 


e Fully credentialed & 


a n ki licensed providers 


Dermatology Nurse Practitioner 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 е 1221 W. Lake Street e Minneapolis, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


WDAIKIN 


I any of our 
I 5% OFF services 
i 0 with coupon 


au 5ТА//Овр 


HOME SERVICE 


Electric - Heating and Cooling - Home Entertainment : Security 


p. 952.927.7194 | StaffordHomeService.com 


Palm Sunday: April 14, 10:25 am 
Maundy Thursday Stations & Labyrinth: April 18, 7:00 PM 
Good Friday Service: April 19, 7:00 pm 


Easter Sunday (April 21) 
8:00 am - Easter Celebration Service 
9:00 am - SpringHouse Youth Pancake Breakfast 
10:30 am - Easter Celebration Service 


First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
(Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) 
610 W. 28th Street e Minneapolis 
612-870-1868 
www.fccmpls.org 
A Welcoming Community of Faith in the Heart of the Twin Cities: 


Come to a place where you can explore, be curious, and ask questions. 
Come to a place where you can explore, be curious, and ask questions. 


ow more | than ever, 


You are invited to experience a loving 
and inclusive community - worship with us 
w” at 8:30 and 10 a.m. 


НЕММЕРІМ 
AVENUE UMC 


511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


www.haumc.org 
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SATURDAY 


La Doña Cerveceria 
Its Saturday. You're feeling frisky. You have e 

some pep in that step. Why not expel that i aX RÓŻ 
energy with a beer in hand and both feet x 
on the dance floor? La Doña Cervecería, 

a for-benefit brewery based out of the 
Harrison neighborhood of Minneapolis, 

is a brilliant blend of Northern-style brew 
sensibilities and Latin culture. A great many 
beers offered are brewed with a special flair 
reminiscent of Central and South America, 
and it shows. 

And that's not all! Every Saturday is Salsa 
night, where you can sacudir tu trasero while 
sipping on their flagship Doña Fría lager. 
And don't forget to sign up for La Dofia’s 
sports leagues, with fütbol and, soon, broom- 
ball open for anyone above drinking age! 
Tarbox Suggests: The malty, caramel-y, 
brown ale mix of Europe, America, and 
Patagonia known as Sueíios; citrus taste and 
piney smells galore with the La Reyna IPA 


the beauty of beer, but Latin culture as 
well. 


Every Wednesday, Indeed Brewing presents their charitable Indeed We La Dońa's drinks combine American and 
Can initiative, with net proceeds donated to a local nonprofit. Latin sensibilities. 


Two Happy Hours 
8-10 AM & PMI 


$1 OFF Signature Cocktails 
52 OFF Al Apps & Tap Cocktails 
$3 Al Taps & House Wine 

SA. premium Rails 


$5 Big Ol’ Mimosas and Bloody 


Our own recipes, our own twists, our;cocktails;to help brighten your, Bu 
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Swedish Do It Right... 
Motors Or Not At All. 


The Twin City's Premiere Independent 
Volvo Sales and 
Repair Shop 


Across from Loring Park EM Ей 

PM 
1610 Harmon Place dd Ц”. 6 pices 4 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 нав, а c RIR ASE 


612.905.1163 4BELLS.COM @4BELLSMPLS 


RES com/ subscribe 


Follow the palm-lined trails to 
the sparkling waters of our 
Gulf beaches. Indulge in an 
afternoon stroll through local 
museums or take the road 
less traveled along hiking or 
biking trails. Wander through 
local art galleries or dine 
under the stars at one of our 
area restaurants. 


VisitSarasota.com 
844-4-MY-SARASOTA 


cw Aloft 1 VISIT 
Located in the heart of downtown, the Aloft is | 
RE Lët Sarasotas sassiest hotel and proud recipient of AVAS 
SRA Sarasotas Out Award for Best Local Hotel. Steps from | beaches and beyond 
the Bay, amazing restaurants and fabulous shopping. 


LONGBOAT KEY | ST. ARMANDS | LIDO KEY 


941-870-0900 | AloftSarasota.com | SIESTA KEY | CASEY KEY | VENICE 
MANASOTA KEY | ENGLEWOOD | NORTH PORT 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Exploring Masculinity Through Art 


An Interview with Christopher Selleck, Artist and Photographer 


Christopher Selleck is an artist who uses 
photography and other forms of art to explore 
what he calls “the terrain of masculinity.” His 
artwork has been displayed at Twin Cities 
Leather & Latte, and in 2018 he had a one-man 
show called "This is a Record" at SooVAC (Soo 
Visual Arts Center) in Uptown Minneapolis. 
He is a 2019 Minnesota State Arts Board grant 
recipient. 

Iinterviewed Selleck in his studio in North- 
east Minneapolis. Hanging on a wall in his stu- 
dio was “Male Veil 7", the photograph shown 
on this page, which is part of his *Male Veil" 
series of photographs. (Interview has been 
condensed and edited.) 

What made you want to explore mascu- 
linity through art? 

Christopher Selleck: It came from being 
bullied—running home and saying this guy 
was trying to beat me up, and my dad's like, 
“What are you doing here? Get the fuck out 
there and be a man," and me not really know- 
ing what *being a man" meant or looked like. 

Туе always said that as a gay man, Гуе been 
an outsider to masculinity. There's something 
interesting about being able to look, as an out- 
side observer, at the different ways men pres- 
ent themselves—these ideas of masculinity 
and hypermasculinity, as they relate to team 
sports or other areas that traditionally have 
been male-only. 

There is this inherent intimacy that's real- 
ly prevalent in a lot of sports and athleticism, 
and it's policed through the use of homopho- 
bia. Masculinity is preserved, in a way, by say- 
ing “Oh, I’m not gay" to buffer that space be- 
tween two men. If you think about wrestling, I 
can't think of a much more physically intimate 
sport, but there's also, in a weird way, that psy- 
chic space between athletes. Brian Pronger, 
in The Arena of Masculinity, describes: “Но- 
mophobia is used as a way to keep the implicit 
from becoming explicit." So you're policing 
that edge of men together in that intimate 
space by the idea of, “Oh, you're not a faggot, 
are you?" 

When you look at this picture (“Male Veil 
7”--а young white male, he's got tattoos, 
he's in a jockstrap, he is standing in front of a 
dark background and is being photographed 
through a red mesh screen to reference the 


d 


Christopher Selleck. Photo by Rik Sferra 


mesh of sports uniforms. So we're seeing the 
detail of the screen, the body is a slight blur, 
but you're still able to recognize the physicality 
of his body as being presumably male. 

My series of *Male Veil" photographs are 
about the male body being viewed through this 
veil, which a lot of people interpret in different 
ways: it's fishnet, or some people have seen a 
reference to a confessional booth, or other dif- 
ferent interpretations of what the veil is. I feel 
the work is very open-ended intentionally to al- 
low for tons of different interpretations. 

There's always a secondary read to my 
work, I think, if you come to it as a gay or queer 
person. You might pick up on subtleties and dif- 
ferent readings of the work. I love that there's 
that ambiguity that allows for a broader inter- 
pretation, instead of having it be pigeonholed 
as "queer art" and interpreted only through 
that lens. 

How do gay men react to your art? 

CS: I think gay men recognize the beauty of 


the male body. Some men look at it and they're 
attracted to it. But there's also this thought, 
maybe from the way we're brought up, that 
says, “Oh, but I’m not supposed to like this." 
Culturally, we've been trained or taught to not 
look at or appreciate the male body as being 
beautiful. I think there are subtleties to all bod- 
ies, and looking at this figure in this photo tries 
to bring that into the foreground. 

You also have a fair amount of women 
collectors of your art. 

CS: I think heterosexual women love look- 
ing at a beautiful male body, in the same way 
that gay men do. And maybe they're more open 
to the idea of potentially having something like 
this hang on their wall, where I feel—and this 
is not 100% true—but I've met plenty of gay 
men who say, “Оһ, I love this, but I could never 
have this in my house." 

How do straight men react to your art? 

CS: I think it really depends on where they 
come from culturally—how old they are, and 
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Male Veil 7 Photo by Christopher Selleck 


whether they grew up in a small town, which 
can make their worldview much smaller than 
that of a straight man who was maybe more 
worldly or more open. 

Trans men? 

CS: Same thing, I think there's definitely a 
recognition of the performative space of mas- 
culinity. 

What about gay men who are proudly 
effeminate? 

CS: I think I'm probably a little too lazy to 
be that fabulous. But just because I don't want 
to wear makeup doesn't mean I don't think 
someone else shouldn't be able to. If you're 
feeling empowered by wanting whatever you 
want, yes, go, do it, be fierce. I’m not trying to 
say with my art that this is what being a man 
looks like, fall in line or get the fuck out—that's 
definitely not what I think this is about. 

Selleck will be showing part of the work 
from "This is a Record" in a show called "Queer 
Forms" next fall in the Katherine E. Nash gallery 
at the University of Minnesota. № 


REM 


HENNEPIN 


Looking for a rewarding career 
where you can make a difference? 


A job as a Direct Support Professional might be right 
for you! REM Hennepin is an equal opportunity employer 
serving individuals with disabilities. We offer: 

Competitive pay and benefits / Opportunities for growth 


Full- and part-time opportunities and advancement 
Diverse, welcoming workplace environment / Flexible hours and scheduling 


on > A 
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The largest selection of wedding bands in the Twin Cities! 


Jehan 


JEWELRY RE-IMAGINED 


Handmade in Minnesota with unique materials, 
including whiskey barrel oak! Schedule a free, 


in-person consultation today to start 
designing your dream rings! 
651.321.9267 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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LOWRY HILL © BOOKSIBYEBLBOMNER = 
L I Q U Q R S " FlabberGassed: A Mister Puss Mystery 
j l! Í | Michael Craft 


Questover Press 
$24.95 


FlabberGassed is the first in Michael Craft's Mister 
Puss Mysteries, promising tantalizing gay cozies featuring 
a gay architect and a rich widow's prescient but Sphinx-like 
Abyssinian. Before asking "Too twee or not too twee?", 
consider Craft's track record of sharp dialogue, crisp ac- 
tion, and adroit handling of relationships and gay culture 
in his earlier Mark Manning and Claire Gray Mysteries. 
FlabberGassed introduces husbands and work partners 
Brody Norris and Marston Miles, architects of a flagship 
weight-loss clinic. Flamboyant Dr. Frumpkin's hyperbaric 
02 Flabber Gas treatment touts changed lives, but kills the 
first test subject. Brody launches into sleuth mode, encoun- 
tering little Dumont, WT's other detective, Mr. Puss. What 
are feline's true capabilities? Craft doesn't over-engineer, 
but leaves the reader, like young Twist, begging for *more!" 


Pictures of Longing: Photography and the Norwegian- 
American Migration 


Sigrid Lien - trans. Barbara Sjoholm 
University of Minnesota Press 
$29.95 


Longing is a study of Norwegian migrants' America- 
photographs; a small sample of the thousands of images 
sent by Norwegians in the new country back to friends and 
loved ones in the old. Between 1836 and 1915, more than 
750,000 Norwegians came to America; some remained, 
some returned, many sending visual records of life here 
during their stay. Author Lien, a professor of art history and 
photography at the University of Bergen, Norway, viewed 
the photographs alongside the written missives, filling out 
and broadening the stories of these settlers to enrich our 
historical and cultural understanding of the period, demon- 
strating how photography engages with history. The whole 
offers a wealth of knowledge and an integrative way to view 
history, to offer unique glimpses back in time. 


Influenza: The Hundred Year Hunt to Cure the 
Deadliest Disease in History 


E ak 

74 Ха? Dr. Jeremy Brown 
ya С Touchstone 

3 e $26.99 


Brown, Director of the Office of Emergency Care Re- 
| N F LU Ë N l Д search in the National Institute of Health, knows а lot about 
the flu, though not, by his own reckoning, enough. Nor, he 
notes, does anyone else. Although there has not been an- 
other pandemic on the scale of the original 1918 pestilence 
that consumed 50-100 million souls worldwide, some 30,00 
Americans die yearly. Brown covers flu's history, the hunt 
for a vaccine, the value of yearly shots, the futility of stock- 
piling vaccine, and more. While original 1918 samples have 
been resurrected from the Alaskan tundra and sequenced 
genetically, influenza has yet to be vanquished or fully un- 
derstood. Of one thing Brown is sure: “We don't know when 
or where the next pandemic will occur, but it will occur." 


Drama Castle (7th Nicky and Noah Mystery) 


Joe Cosentino 
Joe Cosentino 
$14.99 


Theater Professor Nicky Abbondanza, gorgeous spouse 
Noah Oliver, and adorable and precocious son Taavi, quit 
Vermont's Treemeadow College to shoot a historical film on 
location at Conall Castle in the Scottish Highlands. As previ- 
ously, Death dogs their steps, and dungeons, moats, draw- 


Р - bridges and swords are involved in their hunt for the hand 
MON-SAT 9AM-10PM SUN ПАМ-6РМ that is killing off the cast, the remaining members of the 


1922 HENNEPIN AVE, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 4. Also aboard are the WASPish Martin and Ruben, 
ickering screenwriter and producer, Noah's parents, Bon- 


612.871.2500 LHLWINE.COM nie and TV-addicted Scott. With many a slip twixt murder 
foul and happy ending emerge old grudges, sibling rivalry, 
INFO@LHLWINE.COM iffy births and mystery parentages, including an unexpect- 


ed bonus for Noah in the form of... oops! Mustn’t reveal... 
Get a copy, generously pour your malt whiskey-enjoy! ll 


Зб | LAVENDER | APRIL 11-24, 2019 


Guts | LOVE IS CELEBRATED 
T AT WINDOWS ON MINNESOTA 


Natural 
Nutrition Easy Home Monthly 


Kesource Delivery 


IS YOUR PETS FOOD FRESH? 
Pet Wants delivers high- quality nutrition in 
every bowl. We are committed to 
improving the life of your pet Pet Wants 
has a nutrition expert on staff to Find 
the best natural chews, treats, and Food 
to Fit your pet's individual needs. 

PET WANTS MSP SOUTHERN METRO 


651-955-6260 
www) PANEK IS, com 


AVENUE 


IDENTA Lu 


PAUL AMBLE DDS 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


grandavenuedental.com 612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #8C378021 
651.291.9667 wwrw.houseliftinc.com 
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D Park Dental 


With you every 
smile of the way. 


Two downtown Minneapolis offices. 
Early morning and evening hours. 
Over 40 Twin Cities locations. 


parkdental.com 


LASALLE PLAZA 
612-538-4546 


Francesca А. Catibog, DDS Chris J. Fondell, DDS 
Anna 5. Riester, DDS 


MARQUETTE Ve 
= 
612-333-1066 " 


Aaron K. Giuseffi, DDS Joseph F. Rinaldi Ш, DDS 


PER HOUR 
THAN ANY 
OTHER 


TATION. 


100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 
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EVERYDAY DRAMA | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


A Day In the Life 
of a Step Parent 


You wake up and make your lunch. Hide 
your lunch on the back porch so the kid doesn’t 
grab it by mistake. He once took your lunch 
shortly after you entered his life four years ago. 
It was a terrible surprise for him. At school that 
day, he opened it to find a salad, instead of the 
food circus his mom packs. Crustless sandwich. 
Gummy bears. Goldfish. Juice box. 

He stormed home that day, and slammed 
the disappointment on the kitchen table. He 
pointed to the withered salad. He scolded his 
mother—not you—for the mistake. She was 
the parent. She should know better. It wasn’t 
your fault, he reassured you. You don’t know 
any better. He was ten years old. 

Come home from work to find the kid with 
his posse of friends playing video games. Ever 
since he became a teen, he travels in a pack. 
He asks if you will order them a pizza. Since 
its you, and not his mom, he asks politely. If 
it was his mom, he would demand. She would 
refuse. He would yell. She would prepare a 
plateful of healthy snacks for the kids, with a 
sleeve of crackers and some cheese sticks to 
shut them up. 

You order the pizza. 

Your spouse comes home from work. 
Frowns at pizza box. Recounts an argument 
she had that day over a kid-related topic with 
her ex, the kid’s dad. You listen quietly and nod 
in agreement with her, even though you agree 
with her ex on this dispute. In the past, you 
have vocalized your support of the ex’s view. 
This is always a mistake. 

You like the ex. He’s a nice guy. You’re very 
happy that the marriage didn’t work out, but 
glad that they were once in love. You think 
for a moment of what their life was like when 


they were happy. You’ve heard stories. Then 


you think of them having sex. This is always 
a mistake. 

You sulk. She knows intuitively of the dis- 
turbing picture you just painted in your mind. 
She rolls her eyes and shakes her head. She 
thinks you’re hopeless, but she refuses to give 
up on you. 

The kid’s posse goes home and you take 
him to the theater for the opening night of a 
superhero movie. He insists on seeing the 
movies in this franchise the night they open. 
He insists you accompany him. 

You have seen every movie in the franchise. 
You think these movies are inane and lack 
character development. You think the writers 
are lazy, craven, and care only about making 
money. 

The kid knows your thoughts on this sub- 
ject. But he still makes you see them. “It’s im- 
portant you see all of them so that you under- 
stand the entire series,” he tells you. It’s not 
important. You suspect that he just likes that 
you make this effort for him. 

You go to the snack counter. The kid gets 
every snack forbidden by his mom. The friend- 
ly cashier chuckles at the bounty, winks at me, 
and says, “You’ve got a nice mom.” The kid 
nods. Neither of you correct the cashier. 

You and the kid look alike. He’s often mis- 
taken for your son. You love that he never gets 
rattled by the mistake. You like that he seems 
as tickled by that ridiculous notion as you are. 

As you walk into the theater, you ask if Bat- 
man is a character in this franchise. You say 
this before every movie to irritate the kid. He 
rolls his eyes and shakes his head. He thinks 
you're hopeless, but he refuses to give up on 
you. Ш 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring for, 
and adopting out dogs and cats into forever 
homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce working 
to invigorate, build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and certificates 
in acupuncture/Chinese Medicine, chiro- 
practic, massage therapy, and B.S. comple- 
tion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates cel- 
ebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 

www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender af- 
firmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Communily Center for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, and 
supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 
tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! ОР 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 
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JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; HIV 
prevention and support; public education, re- 
search and advocacy. #HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

800) 243-7321 Minnesota AlDSLine 

612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental ill- 
nesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get con- 
fidential tests & treatment in a safe, caring 
setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

www.reddoorservices.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to par- 
ticipate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 

FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, cel- 
ebrating 40 years! Listen on air or online. 
Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio К (КООМ) is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of Minnesota. 
610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 26 
historic sites and museums part of your vaca- 
tion plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates theatre 
that educates, challenges and inspires. Val- 
ues: Imagination, Excellence, Respect, Inclu- 
sion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 

www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New Century 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: Broad- 
way shows, music concerts, 

comedy, dance and more! 

Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our commu- 
nity as a symphony orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a synthesis 
of beauty: breathtaking music, stunning cos- 
tumes, and extraordinary sets. 

Performances at the Ordway Music Theater 


- 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 55102 


(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating performing 
arts and educational programs that enrich di- 
verse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 

An award-winning chorus building commu- 
nity through music and offers entertainment 
worth coming out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusQtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 


Methodist Church 
Everyone із welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMCI Vibrant Worship. 


Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 

No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life's journey, you are welcome here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 

www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 

Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes yov. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities across 
Minnesota. Helping Minnesota students and 
seniors with personalized services that pro- 
mote independent, healthy & abundant lives. 
(651) 310-9440 

www Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
Now in its 41st season, join hundreds of LGBTA 
softball players participating in the TCGSL. 
PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

www.tegsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this His- 
toric Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@DiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. Ex- 
ceptional dining, attractions, shopping, hotels 
and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 


www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Enjoy working on your own? Petyard Pickup needs 
you.Weekday shifts.Part-time available with room 
to grow. Must have own vehicle. Call (612) 788-8390 
or Email petyard(apetyardpickup.com or visit www. 
PetYardPickup.com. 


GUN SHOPS 


NEW CLIENT 


SPECIAL 


Whole House Deep Clean 
ONLY 


$199. 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 


Call Today! 612-669-1606 
WWW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


LYNN THOELE 
Owner & Chief Sparkle Officer 


MATT's TREE SERVIC 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving you for over 100 years! ZZSNCE1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Manthly Memherships 


Bill's 
p Тт” 5 Star Rated Ranges 

ЕТП Shope Huge Retail Selection 

= Range Training Classes 


WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


HOME SERVICES 


ж. 
2 Receive up to а 


52,700 Rebate* 


with the purchase of a qualifying 
Lennox? Home Comfort System 
1,700.00 


450.00 
550.00 


$2,700.00 


* Lennox Rebates 
* CenterPoint Energy Rebates 
* Xcel Energy Rebates 


TOTAL SAVINGS UP TO 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Contact Peter at 
(612) 875-6747 
www:fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 


\ 2 
651-488-4808 
Small Local Company 


Very best service for 
the very best price. 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto‘ Home : Life 


* Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john©arensagency.com 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com ШЕГЕ Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


| 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


entimentalist 


Gentle readers: please indulge me as this is 
my second column in a row where I go back 
in time. 

It’s true: among other things, I’m a huge 
sentimentalist. I hold onto things way longer 
than I should and I’m always marking time— 
the number of years since X or Y; the age of my 
daughters when we did this or that; and more 
recently, “death gap math” where I calculate a 
decedent’s age in relation to my then-current 
age. (Actually, see my column on this in the 
January 18, 2018 Lavender issue.) 

All of which brings me to two very big up- 
coming anniversaries. 

The first anniversary, April 30, will mark 
fifteen years since I left my ex-wife, Lydia. We 
had been together for thirty-two years, first as 
high school sweethearts and then as spouses 
but always as soulmates. We had built an in- 
credible life together—two beautiful daugh- 
ters, a five-bedroom house in Cedar Rapids’ 
best neighborhood, three cars in a four-car 
garage, country club membership, my own law 
firm with many blue-ribbon clients, and money 
in the bank. Our life together was literally a 
dream come true and for any other male-pre- 
senting person, it would have been more than 
enough. 

Yet, it wasn’t the life for me. God knows I 
certainly tried to make it what I wanted and 
needed; I went through all kinds of therapy, 
took anti-depressants, and downed cases of 
Heineken and chardonnay trying to remain in 
that life, presenting as a man. 

Somehow, I got the guts to leave the love of 
my life and that big house, and on the morn- 
ing of April 30, 2004, I loaded a couple of bags 
into the car and drove away. Two hours later, I 
closed on the purchase of a house on the other 
side of town. At about noon that day, I walked 
into my new home, the first space in my entire 
life where I could be me, the whole me, and 
said “Wow.” 

I set out to build a brand-new life—and 
trust me, that wasn’t a simple task in small city 
Iowa—where I made an entirely new set of 
friends and created a completely different sup- 
port network. It certainly wasn’t a straight line 
and for a long time, I resisted the notion that I 
was truly female. I tried all kinds of halfmea- 
sures, like first believing I was “simply” gay 
with a lingerie fetish. When that didn’t work, I 
thought that maybe I could secretly dress as a 
woman with a few select friends and keep it at 
that while dating both men and women. 


However, because authenticity truly won't 
leave you alone until you fully pay attention, 
ultimately it became very clear that yes, I was 
(and remain) female. That brings me to the 
second anniversary that I will soon mark. 

Ten years ago, on May 11, 2009, at about 
nine in the morning, a secretary at my law firm 
hit Send, which launched an email addressed 
to 200 clients, lawyers and judges. In that mis- 
sive, I announced that I was transgender and 
that from there on out, I would present only 
as female. I explained what being "transgen- 
der" meant and asked my clients to not fire 
me. Still, if they didn't want a lawyer who was 
transgender, I said I'd help them locate a new 
attorney—it was the least I could do. 

I anxiously awaited reactions to the email. 
Within twenty minutes, the replies started. 
Uniformly, I heard back, "Congratulations," 
and, “Нарру for you!" Soon there were phone 
calls; two lawyers from the largest firm in town 
telephoned asking, “What can we do to help 
you?" Later, I would receive affirming letters 
and cards which gave me hope that yes, maybe 
my law firm would survive this. 

Ieven heard from a federal judge, who said 
Iwas "brave." He shared a story of how he first 
believed being transgender was *made up." 
That all changed when he presided over a case 
involving a transgender prisoner who was su- 
ing to be given hormones; when witness after 
witness testified how it was possible for one's 
gender identity to not match one's body, he be- 
came convinced and ordered that the prisoner 
be allowed access to hormones. (His order was 
later overturned by a higher court.) 

Eventually, however, my coming out proved 
to be too much for most of those blue-ribbon 
clients and I was forced to close my law firm. 
That propelled me on a different—but truly au- 
thentic—trajectory, one which has you reading 
these very words right now. 

Long ago I learned the saying, "Make lem- 
onade out of lemons." 

While life has tossed a few lemons my way, 
with the help of many, I've been lucky enough 
to concoct my own brand of lemonade. 

For that, 11 forever be grateful. E 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d 
gmail.com. 
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NEW ADDITION AT THE SHADE 
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2ndShade aen 


Budget Payments - Trades Welcome 


15102 Minnetonka Industrial Ва. Minnetonka, ММ 55545 
952-444-5500 - 2ndshade.com 
New • Used : Rental • Repairs • Storage 


FIND US ONLINE AT 


MINNEAPOLIS & ST. PAUL 


MSQUILLA; N- 


WHOLE HOME 
CLIMATE CONTROL 


SUMMER COMFORT INSTALLS FOR OLD HOMES MADE EASY! 


DUCTLESS MINI-SPLITS 


SYSTEM INSTALL 
FITS ANY HOME 
AND HIGH EFFICIENT 


EARLY BIRDS SAVE BIG! 


$2000 SAVINGS 


*If installed before April 15, 2019 


$1500 SAVINGS 


*If installed before Мау 15, 2019 


$1000 SAVINGS 


*If installed before June 15, 2019 


Cannot be combined with other offers. Terms and conditions apply 


FREE SECOND OPINION · 


HIGH VELOCITY 


SYSTEM INSTALL 
FITS ANY HOME, 
DISCREET AND POWERFUL 


EARLY BIRDS SAVE BIG! 


$2500 SAVINGS 


*|f installed before April I5, 2019 


$2000 SAVINGS 


*If installed before May 15, 2019 


$1500 SAVINGS 


*1f installed before June 15, 2019 


Cannot be combined with other offers. Terms and conditions apply 


ESTIMATE MATCH . 612.354.4764 


